
Marion County: Taking a Stand
Supporting an Exemplary Life (TASSEL)

2007-2008 Evaluation Report

August 2008





2007-08 Marion County  Prepared by WellFlorida Council 
TASSEL Evaluation 

ii

Table of Contents 
 
Overview of the 2007-2008 TASSEL Evaluation Process ........ 1 

Introduction ................................................................................. 1 

Background on the TASSEL Program ...................................... 1 

Evaluation Components ............................................................. 2 

2007-2008 Survey Findings ........................................................ 3 

Introduction .................................................................................................................. 3 

Student Drug Use Survey ............................................................................................ 3 

Student Participant Survey ........................................................................................ 13 

Random Class Survey ............................................................................................... 15 

Athletics and Activities Director Survey ..................................................................... 20 

Qualitative Evaluation ............................................................... 25 

Interview Methodology ............................................................................................... 25 

Interview Analysis ...................................................................................................... 25 

Summary of Key Findings .......................................................................................... 26 

Objective Evaluation of 2007-08 Outcomes ............................ 28 

Introduction ................................................................................................................ 28 

Outcome Analysis ..................................................................... 28 

Project Goals ............................................................................................................. 28 

Appendices ................................................................................ 30 

Appendix A  Student Drug Use Survey ...................................................................... 31 

Appendix B  Student Survey of Participants in TASSEL ............................................ 41 

Appendix C  Random Class Survey .......................................................................... 43 

Appendix D  Athletics and Activities Director Survey ................................................. 45 



2007-08 Marion County  Prepared by WellFlorida Council 
TASSEL Evaluation 

1

Overview of the 2007-2008 
TASSEL Evaluation Process 

 
Introduction 
 
Examining the use of illegal drugs among students continues to be a vital role to all communities 
in creating healthy lifestyle choices for all.  Addressing the issues of drug use and abuse 
continues to be extremely difficult and challenging for school systems. One method for 
combating illegal drug use is the implementation of random drug testing.  Marion County Public 
Schools (MCPS) created the Taking A Stand Supporting an Exemplary Life (TASSEL) program 
to implement random drug testing in its schools.  The WellFlorida Council (formerly the North 
Central Florida Health Planning Council) has partnered with Marion County Curriculum and 
Instruction (MCCI) on the planning and evaluation of all related program activities since the 
2005-2006 school year.   
 
The drug testing program evaluated in this report was funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education.  The purpose of the Federal funding is to help schools alleviate illegal drug use 
among students and to support healthy behavior choices for communities.  This evaluation 
shared findings from the programs implemented under the grant period covering the 2007-2008 
school year.   
 
Background on the TASSEL Program 
 
The federal government has an established program to allocate money to the states to develop 
drug testing programs in school systems.  Funds went to school districts in Florida to support the 
random drug testing of student athletes and students participating in school extracurricular 
activities.  In Florida, some of these funds have been allocated to the Marion County School 
System.   
 
Findings from the 2006 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey (FYSAS) for Marion County 
include: 

• 23.7 percent of students have smoked marijuana, with 11.9 percent of students reporting 
the use marijuana or hashish within the past 30 days.   

• The overall past 30 day use of marijuana has increased by 1.0 percent from 2004-2006. 
• Lifetime marijuana use has decreased from 33.9 percent to 23.7 percent from 2000-2006. 
• The overall previous 30-day marijuana use has decreased from 16.2 percent to 11.9 

percent from 2000-2006. 
 
These findings exemplify the prevalence of drug use among students in Marion County.  The 
reported drug use of students in Marion County will negatively impact their school and personal 
lives.   
 
The primary purpose of the Marion County School Board Drug Testing Program is to discourage 
drug and alcohol use among the student population.  Randomly testing students who are involved 
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in sports or extracurricular activities may decrease peer pressure to use drugs and alcohol and 
potentially provide students with an additional reason to refuse to engage in these behaviors.  
 
Evaluation Components 
 
The evaluation of the TASSEL program for the 2007-2008 school year consists of: 

• Findings from surveys of students and staff in attempts to gain insights into self-report 
substance use and the perception of the TASSEL program.  

• Qualitative data analysis which includes key informant interviews conducted with the 
school districts Athletics Directors and Activities Coordinators. 

• Quantitative/objective analysis of the eight proposed outcomes outlined in the 2005-2008 
program plan including the collection of student drug testing results and subsequent 
referral information for additional assistance. 

 
Drug testing results for non negatives and repeat offenders are provided by MCCI.  The process 
for drug counseling and rehabilitation are referred to as REACH.  Students with a first offense 
and those who refuse to participate in the drug testing pool are referred to the REACH program 
and the Centers.  
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2007-2008 Survey Findings 
 
Introduction 
 
To learn about the impact of the TASSEL program on the students in the Marion County School 
District, particularly changes in substance abuse behaviors three surveys were developed and 
implemented during the 2006-2007 school year.  Each survey was developed with unique goals 
and objectives.  Detailed survey descriptions as well as the findings are presented below.  
 
 
Student Drug Use Survey 
 
The Marion County School students were surveyed in February of 2008 to learn about specific 
time framed drug use. A total of 594 Marion County students returned the survey.  The following 
tables and graphs provide an overview of drug use among specific drugs for the past 30 days; the 
past 12 months; and lifetime use. The Student Drug Use Survey used is available in Appendix A.   
 
Of the 594 students that returned the Student Drug Use Survey (Table 1- 7): 

• All of the eight high schools in the district participated in the survey. 
• Approximately, 25 percent of participants were in each grade level, with 12th grade 

representing 28.1 percent of respondents. 
• 51.2 percent of respondents identified themselves as female. 
• Nearly 62 percent of respondents identified themselves as white. 
• Over 90 percent of respondents identified English as the primary language used in their 

home. 
• Approximately, 59 percent of students reported not missing any school in the 4 weeks 

prior to the survey being conducted.  
• The majority of respondents (85.7 percent) reported feeling that they have a lot of 

chances to get involved with sports and school activities. 
 
 
Table 1.  High Schools Participating in TASSEL Drug Use Survey, 2008. 

High School Number Percent 
Belleview High School  94        15.8 
Dunnellon High School  83        14.0 
Forest High School  72        12.1 
Lake Weir High School  67        11.3 
Marion Technical Institute 51          8.6 
North Marion High School  60        10.1 
Vanguard High School  82        13.8 
West Port High School  85        14.3 
Total 594 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 2. Survey Respondents by Grade Level, 2008. 
Grade Number Percent 

9th grade 142        23.9 
10th grade 136        22.9 
11th grade 147        24.7 
12th grade 167        28.1 
No Answer 2          0.3 
Total 594      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 3. Survey Respondents by Gender, 2008. 

Gender Number Percent 
Female 304        51.2 
Male 260        43.8 
No Answer 30          5.1 
Total 594      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 4. Survey Respondents by Race and Ethnicity, 2008. 

Race / Ethnicity Number Percent 
White 367          61.8 
Black or African American 83          14.0 
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino 74          12.5 
American Indian/Native American 9            1.5 
Asian or Pacific Islander 14            2.4 
No Answer 15            2.5 
Other race 32            5.4 
Total 594        100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 5.  Survey Respondents by Language Used at Home, 2008. 

Language Number Percent 
English 540 90.9 
Spanish 37 6.2 
Incorrect Answer/ No Answer 17 2.9 
Total 594 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 6. Survey Respondents Reporting Missed School Days within the Past Four Weeks of Survey, 
2008. 
In the last 4 weeks how many whole days have you missed because you 
skipped class? Number Percent 

0 days 351        59.1 
1 day 91        15.3 
2 days 54          9.1 
3 days 45          7.6 
4 - 5 days 33          5.6 
6 - 10 days 11          1.9 
11 or more days 6          1.0 
Incorrect Answer 1          0.2 
No Answer 2          0.3 
Total 594      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 7. Perception of School Activity Involvement, 2008. 
Do you feel there are a lot of chances to get involved in sports and school 
activities? Number Percent 

NO! 32 5.4 
No 50 8.4 
Yes 281 47.3 
YES! 228 38.4 
Incorrect Answer 1 0.2 
No Answer 2 0.3 
Total 594 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Self-Reported Drug Use 
 
Like in most communities, alcohol is the drug used by the largest number of adolescents in 
Marion County (Figures 1-3).   
 
Alcohol Use 

• 58.4 percent of survey respondents reported using alcohol on at least one occasion in 
their lifetimes, which is 4.6 percent lower than the 2006-2007 results. 

• 31.5 percent of surveyed students reported the use of alcohol in the past 30 days. 
• 46 percent of respondents reported using alcohol within the past 12 months.   
• All alcohol related measures showed a decrease in reported use compared to the 2006-

2007 school year.  
 
Marijuana Use 

• 27.8 percent of survey respondents reported using marijuana on at least one occasion in 
their lifetimes, which is 6.4 percent lower than the 2006-2007 results. 
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• 11.8 percent of surveyed students reported using marijuana in the past 30 days. 
• 18.4 percent of respondents reported using marijuana within the past 12 months.   
• All marijuana related measures showed a decrease in reported use compared to the 2006-

2007 school year.  
 
Ecstasy Use 

• 5.6 percent of survey respondents reported using ecstasy on at least one occasion in their 
lifetimes, which is higher than the 2006-2007 results. 

• 2.2 percent of surveyed students reported the use of ecstasy in the past 30 days. 
• 3.5 percent of respondents reported using ecstasy within the past 12 months.   
• Even though the percentage of survey respondents who reported using ecstasy is low, all 

ecstasy related measures increased compared to the 2006-2007 school year.  
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Figure 1. Past 30 Day Use of Alcohol and Other Drugs, 2008. 
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Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Figure 2. Past 12 Months Use of Alcohol and Other Drugs, 2008. 

Percentage of Respondents Reporting Past 12 Month Drug Use
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Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Figure 3. Past Lifetime Drug Use of Alcohol and Other Drugs, 2008. 

Percentage of Respondents Lifetime Drug Use

34.2

4.4 3.1

13.5

4.9

63

10.3

4.82.5

7.8
6.1

3.4
2.0

7.4

27.8

1.3 2.0
5.6

12.0

6.2 2.9

58.4

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Mari
juan

a
Sniffe

d G
lue

LSD
Coca

ine

Meth
am

pheta
mines

Hero
in

Ecs
tas

y

Pres
cri

ptio
n Pain

 R
eli

ev
ers

Pres
cri

ptio
n Tran

quiliz
ers

Pres
cri

ptio
n Stim

ulan
ts

Alco
hol

2006-2007 Survey Results
2007-2008 Survey Results

 
Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Figure 4. Number of survey respondents by past 30 day drug use of alcohol and other drugs, 2008. 

Number of Respondents Reporting Past 30 Day Drug Use 2007-2008

70

16
4 6 3 6

13

28
16

7

187

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

Mari
juan

a
Sniffe

d G
lue

LSD

Coca
ine

Meth
am

ph
eta

mines

Hero
in

Ecs
tas

y

Pres
cri

ptio
n Pain

 R
eli

ev
ers

Pres
cri

ptio
n Tran

qu
iliz

ers

Pres
cri

ptio
n Stim

ulan
ts

Alco
ho

l

 
Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08.
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Figure 5. Number of survey respondents by past 12 months drug use of alcohol and other drugs, 2008. 

Number of Respondents Reporting Past 12 Month Drug Use 2007-2008
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Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Figure 6. Number of survey respondents by lifetime drug use of alcohol and other drugs, 2008. 

Number of Respondents Reporting within Lifetime Drug Use
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Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Student Participant Survey 
 
Tables 8 through 14 provide an overview of survey results from students that have completed 
drug testing.  A copy of the Student Survey for Participants in TASSEL is available in Appendix 
B.   
 
Key findings from the Student Participants Survey include: 

• Over 800 participants from each of the eight high schools participated in the survey 
(Table 8). 

• Approximately 25 percent of participants were in each grade level, with 9th grade 
representing 27.5 percent of respondents (Table 9). 

• Over 45 percent of the respondents reported participating in athletics, while 21.5 percent 
reported participating in extracurricular activities. Just over 28 percent of respondents 
participated in both athletics and extracurricular activities (Table 10).  

• Over 27 percent of respondents feel that drug testing has definitely helped them to avoid 
peer pressure and provided a legitimate excuse to refuse to use illegal drugs.  Just over 20 
percent somewhat disagree or disagree that drug testing has helped (Table 11). 

• Regarding fellow students, 24.8 percent and 24.5 percent of respondents report that they 
agree or somewhat agree that drug testing has helped peers in avoiding drug use (Table 
12).  

• Nearly 35 percent of respondents feel safer in school because of drug testing, while 26.6 
percent report not feeling safer in school because of drug testing (Table 13). Of note, over 
38 percent had no opinion in regards to feeling safer in school since the initiation of 
student drug testing. 

• Overwhelmingly, 44 percent of respondents either agree or somewhat agree that they feel 
safer when participating in sports or extracurricular activities compared to 18.5 percent 
who reported either somewhat disagreeing or disagreeing that they feel safer now when 
participating (Table 14).   

 
 
Table 8.  High Schools Participating in TASSEL Student Participant Survey, 2008.  

High School Number Percent 
Belleview High School 122        15.2 
Dunnellon High School 40          5.0 
Forest High School 71         8.8 
Lake Weir High School 121       15.0 
Marion Technical Institute 48          6.0 
North Marion High School 43          5.3 
Vanguard High School 162       20.1 
West Port High School 198        24.6 
Total 805 100 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 9.  Survey Respondents by Grade Level, 2008.  

Grade Level Number Percent 
9th 221        27.5 
10th 182        22.6 
11th 212        26.3 
12th 190        23.6 
Total 805      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 10.  Participate in Athletics and Extracurricular Activities, 2008. 

Student Participates In Number Percent 
Athletics 367        45.6 
Both 227       28.2 
Extracurricular Activities 173       21.5 
Neither 38          4.7 
Total 805     100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 11. Personal Views of Peer Pressure Avoidance, 2008. 
Do you feel the Student Drug Testing Program has helped you avoid peer 
pressure by providing a legitimate reason to refuse to use illegal drugs? Number Percent 

Agree 221        27.5 
Somewhat Agree 153       19.0 
No Opinion 263        32.7 
Somewhat Disagree 27          3.4 
Disagree 138        17.1 
Total 805      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 12.  Student Drug Testing Influence Over Peers, 2008. 
Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has helped your fellow 
students avoid peer pressure by providing a legitimate reason to refuse to 
use illegal drugs? 

Number Percent 

Agree 200        24.8 
Somewhat Agree 197        24.5 
No Opinion 266        33.0 
Somewhat Disagree 38          4.7 
Disagree 104       12.9 
Total 805     100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 13.  Feeling Safer in School because of Student Drug Testing, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel safer in 
school? Number Percent 

Agree 132           16.4 
Somewhat Agree 149           18.5 
No Opinion 310           38.5 

Somewhat Disagree 41   
5.1 

Disagree 173           21.5 
Total 805         100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 14. Feeling Safer when Participating in Sports or Extracurricular Activities because of Student Drug 
Testing, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel safer when 
you participate in athletics or extracurricular activities? Number Percent 

Agree 199           24.7 
Somewhat Agree 156           19.4 
No Opinion 300           37.3 
Somewhat Disagree 24             3.0 
Disagree 125           15.5 
No Answer 1             0.1 
Total 805         100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Random Class Survey 
 
Tables 15 through 23 provide an overview of the findings from the Random Class Survey.  This 
survey randomly selected classrooms of students to gather their opinions and beliefs regarding 
the Student Drug Testing Program regardless of participation in athletics or extra curricular 
activities.  Please note that results offer insight to opinions of those randomly selected 
classrooms and do not reflect overall opinions from all schools or students.  A copy of the 
Random Class Survey is available in Appendix C. 
 
Key findings from the Random Class Survey include: 

• Over 560 participants from each of the eight high schools participated in the survey 
(Table 15). 

• The distribution of respondents was not equal by grade level.  Only 16 percent of 
respondents were in grade 10 (Table 16). 

• Nearly 82 percent of survey respondents reported not being randomly drug tested during 
this school year (Table 17). 

• Over 55 percent of survey respondents reported participating in athletics, extra curricular 
activities, or both during this school year (Table 18).  
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• Of the students who reported not participating in athletics or extracurricular activities, 
over 41 percent of respondents reported that random drug testing did not influence their 
decision (Table 19).  Nearly 5 percent reported that the drug testing policy did influence 
their decision not to participate. 

• Over 32 percent of respondents either agree or somewhat agree that the Student Drug 
Testing program has helped to avoid peer pressure and provide an excuse to not use 
illegal drugs compared to 29 percent of respondents who either somewhat disagree or 
disagree that the Student Drug Testing program reduces peer pressure or provides a 
legitimate excuse to avoid illegal drug use (Table 20). 

• Over 36 percent of respondents agree or somewhat agree that the Student Drug Testing 
program has helped their fellow students avoid peer pressure and provided a legitimate 
excuse to avoid illegal drug use (Table 21). 

• Only 22.6 percent of randomly sampled students feel safer in school because of student 
drug testing, this is approximately 12 percentage points lower than those who completed 
the Tassel Participant Survey (Table 22).  Furthermore, when compared to the Tassel 
Participant Survey, nearly 12 percent more respondents reported either somewhat 
disagree or disagree with feeling safer in school because of student drug testing. 

• Over 16 percent of respondents agree that they feel safer when participating in athletics 
or extracurricular activities, while 23.5 percent somewhat disagree or disagree with the 
statement (Table 23).  Just over 44 percent of respondents in the Student Participant 
Survey agreed that they feel safer when participating in athletics or extracurricular 
activities.  This emphasizes that students who do not participate in athletics or 
extracurricular activities may not share the same experiences with this program compared 
to those that do.  

 
 
Table 15. High Schools Participating in TASSEL Random Class Survey, 2008. 

High School Number Percent 
Belleview High School 71        12.6 
Dunnellon High School 94        16.7 
Forest High School 73        13.0 
Lake Weir High School 71        12.6 
Marion Technical Institute 38          6.8 
North Marion High School 55          9.8 
Vanguard High School 79        14.1 
West Port High School 81        14.4 
Total 562 100 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 16. Survey Respondents by Grade Level, 2008. 
Grade Level Number Percent 

9th 150        26.7 
10th 90        16.0 
11th 179        31.9 
12th 143        25.4 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 17. Respondents Reporting Random Drug Testing, 2008. 
Have you been pulled for random testing this school year as part of the 
Student Drug Testing Program? Number Percent 

Yes 100        17.8 
No 459        81.7 
No Answer 3          0.5 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 18. Participation in Athletics or Extracurricular Activities in the 2007-2008 School Year, 2008. 
Do you currently participate or did you participate this school year in : Number Percent 
Athletics 118        21.0 
Extracurricular Activities 122        21.7 
Both 70        12.5 
neither 245        43.6 
No Answer 7          1.2 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 19. Influence on Decision Not to Participate in Athletics or Extracurricular Activities in the 2007-
2008 School Year, 2008. 
Did the presence of the Student Drug Testing Program influence your decision 
NOT to participate in athletics and/or extracurricular activities? Number Percent 

Yes 26          4.6 
No 233        41.5 
Not Sure 32          5.7 
No Answer 271        48.2 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 20.  Personal Views of Peer Pressure Avoidance, 2008. 
Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has helped you avoid peer 
pressure by providing a legitimate reason to refuse to use illegal drugs?  Number Percent 

Agree 98        17.4 
Somewhat Agree 85        15.1 
No Opinion 185        32.9 
Somewhat Disagree 32          5.7 
Disagree 131        23.3 
No Answer 31          5.5 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 21. Perception of Student Drug Testing Influence Over Peers, 2008. 
Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has helped your fellow 
students avoid peer pressure by providing a legitimate reason to refuse to use 
illegal drugs?  

Number Percent 

Agree 86        15.3 
Somewhat Agree 121        21.5 
No Opinion 178        31.7 
Somewhat Disagree 50          8.9 
Disagree 117        20.8 
No Answer 10          1.8 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 22. Feeling Safer in School because of Student Drug Testing, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel safer in 
school?  Number Percent 

Agree 56        10.0 
Somewhat Agree 71        12.6 
No Opinion 212        37.7 
Somewhat Disagree 53          9.4 
Disagree 162        28.8 
No Answer 8          1.4 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 23. Feeling Safer Participating in Sports or Extracurricular Activities because of Student Drug 
Testing, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel safer when 
you participate in athletics or extracurricular activities? Number Percent 

Agree 91        16.2 
Somewhat Agree 71        12.6 
No Opinion 229        40.7 
Somewhat Disagree 29          5.2 
Disagree 132        23.5 
No Answer 10          1.8 
Total 562      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Athletics and Activities Director Survey  
 
Tables 24 through 35 summarize opinions and responses to interviews with Athletics Directors 
and Activities Directors at each participating school.  Of the 15 Athletics Directors and Activities 
Directors interviewed representing each of the eight high schools in the county, eight were 
identified as Activities Directors.  A copy of the Athletics and Activities Director Survey is 
available in Appendix D. 
Key findings from the Athletics Directors and Activities Directors include: 

• 73.3 percent of respondents agree that student drug testing has helped their students avoid 
peer pressure and has provided a legitimate excuse to avoid illegal drug use (Table 26). 

• Over 93.4 percent of Athletics and Activities Directors agree or somewhat agree that 
students are safer in school since the student drug testing program was initiated (Table 
27). 

• 80 percent of survey respondents indicated that they agreed or somewhat agreed that 
students are safer now when participating in athletics or extracurricular activities 
compared to previous years when drug testing was not conducted (Table 28).   

• Nearly 67 percent of survey respondents indicated that they agreed or somewhat agreed 
that they felt safer in school since the drug testing program began (Table 29). 

• Just over 13.3 percent of respondents reporting feeling more informed about student drug 
use since the student drug testing program began, compared to 80 percent that reported 
feeling just as informed about student drug usage since before the program began (Table 
30). 

• 60 percent of respondents reported feeling that drug usage among all students has 
decreased since the TASSEL program began (Table 31).   

• Over 86.7 percent of respondents do feel that illegal drug usage has decreased among 
student athletes and those that participate in extracurricular activities (Table 32).  

• All respondents agree or somewhat agree that faculty and staff support the student drug 
testing program (Table 33). 

• When asked if students were not participating in athletics and extracurricular activities 
because of the drug testing program, 73.3 percent of respondents indicate that it has not 
diversely affected participation (Table 34).   

• Six out of seven Athletics Directors agreed that the student drug testing program does not 
hinder the ability of school athletic teams.  One Athletics Director “somewhat agreed” 
that the drug testing program has affected the team’s ability to be competitive. 

 
Table 24. Respondents Classification, 2008. 

Director Number Percent 
Activities Director 8 53.3 
Athletics Director 7 46.7 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 25. High Schools Participating in TASSEL Athletics and Activities Directors Survey, 2008. 
High School Number Percent 

Belleview High School 2        13.3 
Dunnellon High School 2        13.3 
Forest High School 2        13.3 
Lake Weir High School 2        13.3 
Marion Technical Institute 1          6.7 
North Marion High School 2        13.3 
Vanguard High School 2        13.3 
West Port High School 2        13.3 
Total 15      100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 26. Personal Views of Peer Pressure Avoidance, 2008. 
Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has helped students avoid 
peer pressure by providing a legitimate reason to refuse to use illegal drugs?  Number Percent 

Agree 11 73.3 
Somewhat Agree 2 13.3 
No Opinion 0 0 
Somewhat Disagree 0 0 
Disagree 2 13.3 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 27. Feeling Safer in School, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel that students 
are safer in school? Number Percent 

Agree 7 46.7 
Somewhat Agree 7 46.7 
No Opinion 0 0 
Somewhat Disagree 0 0 
Disagree 1 6.7 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 28. Feeling Safer when Participating in Athletics and Extracurricular Activities, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do feel that students are 
safer when they participate in athletics or extracurricular activities? Number Percent 

Agree 11 73.3 
Somewhat Agree 1 6.7 
No Opinion 2 13.3 
Somewhat Disagree 0 0 
Disagree 1 6.7 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 29.  Faculty and Staff are Safety, 2008.  
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do feel that faculty and 
staff are safer in school?  Number Percent 

Agree 5 33.3 
Somewhat Agree 5 33.3 
No Opinion 4 26.7 
Somewhat Disagree 0 0 
Disagree 1 6.7 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 30. Perception of Drug Usage Among Students, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, how informed are you 
regarding student drug usage? Number Percent 

More Informed 2 13.3 
About the Same 12 80.0 
Less Informed 1 6.7 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 31. Perception of Decreased Illegal Drug Usage among All Students, 2008. 
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do feel that student drug 
use has decreased among all students on your campus?  Number Percent 

Agree 3 20.0 
Somewhat Agree 6 40.0 
No Opinion 2 13.3 
Somewhat Disagree 2 13.3 
Disagree 2 13.3 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 32. Perception of Decreased Illegal Drug Usage among Student Athletes and Students 
Participating in Extracurricular Activities, 2008.  
Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel that student 
drug use has decreased among students participating in athletics and/or 
extracurricular activities? 

Number Percent 

Agree 12 80.0 
Somewhat Agree 1 6.7 
No Opinion 0 0 
Somewhat Disagree 1 6.7 
Disagree 1 6.7 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 33. Perception of Support among Faculty and Staff Regarding Student Drug Testing, 2008. 
Do you feel that the majority of the staff at your school is supportive of the 
Student Drug Testing Program? Number Percent 

Agree 14 93.3 
Somewhat Agree 1 6.7 
No Opinion 0 0 
Somewhat Disagree 0 0 
Disagree 0 0 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
 
 
Table 34. Perception regarding Participation in Athletics and Extracurricular Activities, 2008. 
Do you feel that fewer students are participating in athletics and/or activities 
because of the Student Drug Testing program? Number Percent 

Agree 1 6.7 
Somewhat Agree 0 0 
No Opinion 0 0 
Somewhat Disagree 3 20.0 
Disagree 11 73.3 
Total 15 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Table 35. Perception of Impact of Student Drug Testing on Student Athletic Programs, 2008. 
FOR ATHLETICS DIRECTORS ONLY: Do you feel that the Student Drug 
Testing Program has adversely affected the ability of your athletics teams to be 
competitive with other schools 

Number Percent 

Agree 0 0 
Somewhat Agree 1 14.3 
No Opinion 0 0 
Somewhat Disagree 0 0 
Disagree 6 85.7 
Total 7 100.0 

Source: TASSEL Survey Database, WellFlorida, 2007-08. 
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Qualitative Evaluation  
  
Introduction 
 
Today there are a multitude of behavior modification programs implemented in schools 
throughout Florida and the greater United States.  However, the successes of these programs are 
varied at best.  For this reason, Athletics Directors and Activities Directors, some of whom 
directly monitor students that have participated in the TASSEL program were asked to 
participate in interviews to determine their perceptions, attitudes, and recommendations 
regarding this program. 
 
WellFlorida Council, Inc. conducted a series of 15 key informant interviews with Athletics 
Directors and Activities Directors from the eight high schools in Marion County during the 
month of January 2008 to gain additional information on the TASSEL program from leaders 
within the schools.  The interview methodology, analysis, and recommendations are provided 
below.  
 
Interview Methodology 
 
Athletics Directors and Activities Directors from each of the eight high schools in Marion 
County that participated in the TASSEL program were interviewed by the WellFlorida Council, 
Inc.  Each interview was conducted via telephone.  To ensure openness and trust in the interview 
process, participants were advised that the WellFlorida Council, Inc. and TASSEL program 
coordinators would maintain their confidentiality. 
 
In attempts to generate new ideas for future investigation on issues impacting the TASSEL 
program an informal interview process was used with the Athletics Directors and Activities 
Directors.  The key informants were encouraged to initiate discussion about concerns, 
preferences, and other issues that were not necessarily introduced by the facilitator or others in 
the group, but that they felt were relevant to the discussion.  The interview questions addressed 
the following: 

• Perceptions of the TASSEL program. 
• Communication with others about the TASSEL program. 
• Personal experiences and involvement with the TASSEL program. 
• Recommendations regarding the TASSEL program.   

 
Interview Analysis 
 
Generally, each interview was comprised of Athletics Directors and Activities Directors who 
represented the target population of students participating in the TASSEL program.  All 
participants were familiar with the Student Drug Testing and had utilized the TASSEL program 
at some point over the past year.  The summary below reiterates the sentiments of a single 
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interviewee and includes direct quotes that reflect those viewpoints.  This section merely 
summarizes what the participants said with no analysis applied. 
 

The following comments were provided by Athletics and Activities Directors at each school.  

• Some students are being selected over and over while others are not being tested at all. 
• Steroid testing should be included; some of the students currently getting chosen would 

be highly unlikely to pass the drug test. 
• Flexibility in testing, this would help us better plan school activities. 
• Students are finding out when the drug tests are occurring beforehand and they say some 

are using supplements to get a negative test result. 
• There are no follow-up tests and there should be more counseling and drug prevention 

activities. 
• We should have better coordination of the tests; sometimes it takes over two hours to 

conduct 50 drug tests.  
• I’m strongly in favor of the program. 
• In the beginning of the drug testing program students were more aware and conscious of 

the drug testing, but in the past few years we had an increase in positive test results.  This 
is a new group of students and they are more relaxed about drug use.  The consequences 
do not seem to be harsh enough to make an impact on them. 

• It’s a positive program.  It provided students with an excuse so that they maintain being 
“cool” without doing drugs. 

• This gives the students an easy out to avoid peer pressure. 

Summary of Key Findings 
 
Throughout the interview process, a variety of perspectives and ideas about the TASSEL 
program were identified.  While not all the participants agreed, the themes were identified across 
participants.  Themes presented by the interviewees are provided below. 
 

• Students that do not participate in Athletics or Extracurricular are not tested or 
thoroughly involved in any drug testing.  

• Schools do not receive enough feedback about positive test results. 

• Enhanced communication from drug testing staff in regards to testing days and 
scheduling. 

• Further consequences to offenders. 

 
The interviews yielded many insights into the TASSEL program.  These insights provided by the 
Athletics and Activities Directors were used to develop future recommendations to improve the 
implementation of this program in the future.  The recommendations include:  
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• The interviews for 2007-2008 generated mostly positive feedback regarding the impact of 

the program on students.  Directors noted that they would like more feedback about the 
drug testing program and positive test results.  WellFlorida recommends that TASSEL 
staff and drug testing staff increase communications with school staff in order to provide 
immediate feedback regarding positive test results. 

 
• It is recommended that the TASSEL program liaison work with Principals, Athletics 

Directors, and Activities Directors to make the necessary modifications to the scheduling 
policy for drug testing in order to maximize time and maintain school staff cooperation. 

 
• Utilization of the REACH program should be emphasized to reach 100 percent of student 

participation after first positive test result.  
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Objective Evaluation of 2007-08 Outcomes 
       
Introduction 
 
As part of the comprehensive evaluation of the Marion County Public School Drug Testing 
Program, WellFlorida Council, Inc developed a comprehensive evaluation plan which is detailed 
below.  This information along with the information presented above about health behaviors and 
illegal drug use among Marion County students will enable the Marion County Public Schools to 
identify and implement healthy behavioral programs that encourage students to maintain a drug-
free lifestyle.  
 
Outcome Analysis 
 
Evaluation of the TASSEL program and the program goals are based on a review of data 
provided to the WellFlorida Council, Inc. by the MCPS Curriculum and Instruction Department.  
Data was received from MCCI approximately one month after the completion of the 2007-2008 
school year. 
 
Project Goals 
  
Overall Goal 
 

To reduce the incidence of drug use among youth through demonstrating an overall 
decline in student substance abuse by at least 5% per year of the project. 
 

Outcome Goal 1 
 

70% of the students tested through TASSEL will complete requirements for promotion to 
the next grade level at the end of year 1, 80% in year 2, and 90% in year 3, supporting 
the goal of improving student achievement. 

 
In the 2005-2006 school year, there were 45 positive tests.  Only 0.99% of sports 
participants tested positive (99.01% negative) and 0.83% (99.17% negative) of CPC 
students tested positive.  This is substantially better than the goal of having 70% or more 
negative test results. 

 
For 2006-2007, there were 39 positive test results. Only 0.69% of sports participants 
tested positive (99.31 % negative) and 0.80% (99.20% negative) of CPC students tested 
positive. This again exceeds the initial outcome. 

 
In 2007-2008, there were 51 positive test results. 0.98% of sports participants tested 
positive (99.02% negative) and 1.19% (98.81% negative) of CPC students tested 
positive. This surpasses the goal of 90% or more negative test results. 
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Outcome Goal 2 
 

70% of the students who receive positive test results in year 1 will complete, at a 
minimum, the referral student assistance program with 80% completing it in year two, 
and 90% completing it in year three, supporting the goal of developing safe schools and 
strong character. 

 
In 2005-2006, 29 of the 45 positives qualified for a REACH student assistance program 
referral.  18 of the 29 (62%) of the referrals completed the program and 7 of the 29 (24%) 
had subsequent positive results.   

 
During the 2006-2007 school year, 26 of the 39 positives qualified for REACH student 
assistance program referral.  21 of the 39 (53.8%) attended the REACH program, 14 
(66.6%) completed the program and 3 (14.1%) had subsequent positive results.  
 
In 2007-2008, 33 of the 51 positives were referred to the REACH student assistance 
program.  19 of these 33 referrals (57.6%) attended the program and 16 (48.4%) of those 
students completed the program. 9 of those 16 (56.2%) students had subsequent positive 
test results.  

 
Process Goal 1 
 

Annually the school district will review national and state evidence and findings on 
student drug testing and incorporate new research-based findings to improve/enhance 
district policies and procedures as part of the evidence-based transformation of 
education.   

 
This is an ongoing responsibility of the program coordinator.   

 
Process Goal 2 
 

70% of the students tested through TASSEL will complete high school as documented in 
year three of the project to enhance access to postsecondary and adult education. 

 
The developments of the processes to measure this goal are ongoing.  School promotion 
data for the 2007-2008 (the third year of the grant/program) will not be officially 
available until the middle to end of July 2008.  This goal will be detailed in the final year-
end evaluation report by August 30, 2008. 

 
Process Goal 3 

 
100% of the annual performance reports on TASSEL will be submitted in a timely 
manner and address the Department’s indicators of program success as part of 
establishing excellence in management. 

 
 This process is an ongoing responsibility of the program coordinator. 
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Appendices 
 
 

A. Student Drug Use Survey 

B. Student Participant Survey 

C. Random Class Survey 

D. Athletics Director and Activities Director Survey 
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Appendix A  

Student Drug Use Survey 
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The Marion County Public Schools system is surveying students about drug use.  You have been 
randomly selected to participate in the survey process.  The survey is completely anonymous and 
confidential.  You do not need to identity yourself in anyway when completing this survey.  We 
ask that you answer all questions to the best of your ability.  If you have any questions, please 
quietly ask your teacher for assistance. 
 
 
1.  What high school do you currently attend (check only one answer)? 
 
 ____ Belleview H.S  ____ Marion Technical Institute 
 
 ____ Dunnellon H.S.  ____ North Marion H.S. 
 
 ____ Forest H.S.  ____ Vanguard H.S. 
 
 ____ Lake Weir H.S.  ____ West Port H.S. 
 
2.  What is your grade (check only one answer)? 
 
            ____ 9th      ____10th    ____11th    ____ 12th            

 

3.  Are you:         Female ____  Male ____ 
 
4.  What do you consider yourself to be?  (choose all that apply) 
 
White ____ Black or African American ____   Spanish/Hispanic/Latino ____ 
 
American Indian/Native American, Eskimo or Aleut ____ 
 
Asian or Pacific Islander ____ Other (Please specify: ___________________________) 
 
5.  What is the language you use most often at home? 
 
English ____  Spanish ____    Another language (Please specify: ________________) 
 
6.  During the LAST FOUR WEEKS, how many whole days have you missed                 
because you skipped or “cut”?  ____None 
 
1 day____   2 days____ 3 days____ 4-5 day ____ 6-10 days____   11 or more____   
 
7.  There are lots of chances for students in my school to get involved in sports, clubs, and 
other school activities outside of class. 
 
NO! ____ no ____ yes ____ YES! ____ 
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      On how many occasions (if any) have you: 
 
      Used marijuana (grass, pot) or hashish (hash, hash oil) to get high during the         
      past 30 days? _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used marijuana (grass, pot) or hashish (hash, hash oil) to get high during the  
      past 12 months? _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used marijuana (grass, pot) or hashish (hash, hash oil) in your lifetime? ____None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Sniffed glue, breathed the contents of an aerosol spray can, or inhaled other         
      gases or sprays in order to get high during the past 30 days? _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions   
 
      Sniffed glue, breathed the contents of an aerosol spray can, or inhaled other gases  
      or sprays in order to get high during the past 12 months? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
     On how many occasions (if any) have you: 
 
     Sniffed glue, breathed the contents of an aerosol spray can, or inhaled other gases  
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     or sprays in order to get high in your lifetime? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
     Used LSD ("acid") or other psychedelics (peyote, PCP) during the past 30 days?     
      _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions       
 
      Used LSD ("acid") or other psychedelics (peyote, PCP) during the past 12 months?     
      _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used LSD ("acid") or other psychedelics (peyote, PCP) in your lifetime?  
      _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used cocaine in the past 30 days? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions    
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  On how many occasions (if any) have you:           
 
      Used cocaine in the past 12 months? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used cocaine in your lifetime? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
    
     Used derbisol in the past 30 days? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used derbisol in the past 12 months? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used derbisol in your lifetime? _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions 
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On how many occasions (if any) have you:      
 
      Used methamphetamine (meth, crystal meth, crank) in the past 30 days?   
      _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used methamphetamine (meth, crystal meth, crank) in the past 12 months?   
      _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or occasions  
 
       Used methamphetamine (meth, crystal meth, crank) in your lifetime?   
       _______ None 
       _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
       _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
       _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
       _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
       _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
       _______ 40 or occasions  
 
      Used heroin in the past 30 days?  _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions 
 
     Used heroin in the past 12 months?  _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions   
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 On how many occasions (if any) have you:       
 
      Used heroin in your lifetime?  _______ None  
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
     
      Used Ecstacy during the last 30 days? _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used Ecstacy in the past 12 months? _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used Ecstasy in your lifetime? _______ None 
      _______ 1 to 2 occasions  
      _______ 3 to 5 occasions  
      _______ 6 to 9 occasions  
      _______ 10 to 19 occasions  
      _______ 20 to 39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions     
       
      Used prescription pain relievers, such as Vicodin®, OxyContin® or Tylox®, without a 
      doctor’s orders, in the past 30 days? _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-5 occasions  
      _______ 6-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
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On how many occasions (if any) have you:   
 
      Used prescription pain relievers, such as Vicodin®, OxyContin® or Tylox®, without a 
      doctor’s orders, in the past 12 months? _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
     Used prescription pain relievers, such as Vicodin®, OxyContin® or Tylox®, without a 
     doctor’s orders, in your lifetime? _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
   
      Used prescription tranquilizers, such as Xanax®, Valium® or Ambien®, without a    
      doctor’s orders, in the past 30 days?  _______ None                       
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used prescription tranquilizers, such as Xanax®, Valium® or Ambien®, without a    
      doctor’s orders, in the past 12 months?  _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used prescription tranquilizers, such as Xanax®, Valium® or Ambien®, without a    
      doctor’s orders, in your lifetime?  _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
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On how many occasions (if any) have you:   
 
      Used prescription stimulants, such as Ritalin® or Adderall®, without a doctor’s  
      orders, in the past 30 days?  _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used prescription stimulants, such as Ritalin® or Adderall®, without a doctor’s  
      orders, in the past 12 months?  _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Used prescription stimulants, such as Ritalin® or Adderall®, without a doctor’s  
      orders, in your lifetime?  _______ None  
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Had alcoholic beverages (beer, wine or hard liquor) to drink – more than just a few  
      sips – in the past 30 days? _______ None 
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
      Had alcoholic beverages (beer, wine or hard liquor) to drink – more than just a few  
      sips – in the past 12 months? _______ None 
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
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     On how many occasions (if any) have you:   
      
      Had alcoholic beverages (beer, wine or hard liquor) to drink – more than just a few  
      sips – in your lifetime? _______ None 
      _______ 1-2 occasions  
      _______ 3-9 occasions  
      _______ 10-19 occasions  
      _______ 20-39 occasions  
      _______ 40 or more occasions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The survey is now complete.  Thank you for participating. 
 

Please place the survey in the envelope provided by your teacher. 
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Appendix B  

Student Survey of Participants in TASSEL 
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Appendix C  
Random Class Survey 
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The Marion County Public Schools system is surveying students about the Student Drug Testing Program.  Your class has 
been randomly selected to participate in the survey process.  The survey is completely anonymous and confidential.  You 
do not need to identify yourself in anyway when completing this survey.  We ask that you answer all questions to the best 
of your ability.  If you have any questions, please quietly ask your teacher for assistance.   
 
START HERE: Put a check (√ ) in the blank by your answer. 
1. What high school do you currently attend (check only one answer)? 

 _____ Belleview H.S. _____ Marion Technical Institute 

 _____ Dunnellon H.S. _____ North Marion H.S. 

 _____ Forest H.S. _____ Vanguard H.S. 

 _____ Lake Weir H.S.  _____ West Port H.S.  
 
2. What is your grade (check only one answer)? 

 _____ 9th _____ 10th _____ 11th _____ 12th 
 
3. Have you been pulled for random testing this school year as part of the Student Drug Testing Program? 

 _____ Yes _____ No 
 
4. Do you currently participate or did you participate this school year in (check only one answer)?  

 _____ Athletics (go to Question 6) _____ Extracurricular Activities (go to Question 6)   

 _____ Both (go to Question 6) _____ Neither Athletics nor Extracurricular Activities (go to Question 5)   
 
5.  Only answer this question if you answered NEITHER ATHLETICS NOR EXTRACURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES in Question 4.   
 Did the presence of the Student Drug Testing Program influence your decision NOT to 

participate in athletics and/or extracurricular activities? 
 _____ Yes _____ No _____ Not Sure 
 
6.  Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has helped you avoid peer pressure by 

providing a legitimate reason to refuse to use illegal drugs (check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
7.  Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has helped your fellow students avoid peer 

pressure by providing a legitimate reason to refuse to use illegal drugs (check only one 
answer)? 

 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
8.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel safer in school (check only one 

answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
 
9.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel safer when you participate in 

athletics or extracurricular activities (check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 

The survey is now complete.  Thank you for participating. 
Please place the survey in the envelope provided by your teacher. 
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Appendix D  
Athletics and Activities Director Survey 
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The Marion County Public Schools system is interviewing athletics and activities directors about the Student Drug Testing 
Program.  Athletics and activities directors at all eight Marion County High Schools will be participating in the interview process.  
The interview results will be completely confidential and results of the interview will be summarized for ALL respondents and no 
responses will be associated or acknowledged with any individual or school.  There is a core set of questions that all athletics and 
activities directors are asked to answer.  You may provide any additional comments that you wish.  Again, comments will not be 
related to an individual or school but a summary of interview results and comments will be compiled. 
 
INTERVIEWER USE ONLY:  
 
_____ Athletics Director   OR   _____ Activities Director      Name of School: ______________________ 
 
START HERE: Put a check (√ ) in the blank by respondent’s answer. 
 
1.  Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has helped students avoid peer pressure by providing a 

legitimate reason to refuse to use illegal drugs (check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
2.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel that students are safer in school (check 

only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
3.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do feel that students are safer when they participate in 

athletics or extracurricular activities (check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
4.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do feel that faculty and staff are safer in school 

(check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
5.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, how informed are you regarding student drug usage 

(check only one answer)? 
 _____ More Informed _____ About the Same _____ Less Informed 
 
6.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do feel that student drug use has decreased among all 

students on your campus (check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
7.  Since the Student Drug Testing Program has started, do you feel that student drug use has decreased among 

students participating in athletics and/or extracurricular activities (check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
8.  Do you feel that the majority of the staff at your school is supportive of the Student Drug Testing Program 

(check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
9.  Do you feel that fewer students are participating in athletics and/or activities because of the Student Drug 

Testing program (check only one answer)? 
 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
 
10. FOR ATHLETICS DIRECTORS ONLY:  Do you feel that the Student Drug Testing Program has adversely affected the 

ability of your athletics teams to be competitive with other schools? 

 _____ Agree _____ Somewhat Agree _____ No Opinion _____ Somewhat Disagree _____ Disagree 
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The formal interview questions are now complete; would you like to add anything?   
 
What are your opinions on the program?   
 
How might the program be improved?   
 
What would you change about the program? 
 
Thank you for your participation. 


